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Note of an Observation of Saturn, Nov. 23, 1884. 

By Edmund J. Spitta. 

Whilst viewing Saturn. Xov. 23, with the 10-ineh Calver 
Reflector, my attention was directed, by indirect vision, to an 
unusual illumination of the edge of the crape ring at the western 
or following elongation. On applying the occulting eyepiece 
and hiding the ball I found the brightness unmistakable ; it 
lasted some little time, and then the ring resumed its normal 
aspect. The brightness was ill-defined all the while, but it gave 
me the impression I was looking at a star through the crape 
ring, or possibly some satellite whose orbit must lie within the 
rings between them and the ball. The observation was so unex¬ 
pected that I cannot state its exact duration, but I believe it 
lasted about 10 minutes, time 11 25 to 11 35 ± 1 min. G.M.T. 
Mr. Bryant has computed the exact position of ball and rings, and 
I have looked over several catalogues, but only find one star near 
enough to allow of the possibility of occultation. My friend, 
Mr. Coleman, however, has carefully, and he says under the 
most favourable conditions, examined the computed position, and 
finds four small stars, one of them the nth magnitude, which lies, 
as nearly as he can judge, in the exact path of Saturn. His obser¬ 
vation was made near the meridian. 

I do not for one moment state I feel positive this brightness 
was due to a star, but its short duration and the finding of four 
in or about the path are facts pointing thereto; I merely note 
the observation, acting up to the motto of the Society. 

Claph con Common. 
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